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Federal law enforcement careers provide exciting and dynamic opportunities to motivated individuals.  When you think of Federal law enforcement, one naturally thinks of the Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI), Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA), and Secret Service.  In addition to these opportunities, most agencies hire special agents (criminal investigators) to conduct investigations of alleged illegal activity.  You may be interested in investigating illegal drug smuggling or anti-terrorism for Department of Homeland Security, Customs and Border Protection (CBP), or maybe fraudulent tax schemes for the Internal Revenue Service (IRS), or international arms trafficking for the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), just to name a few.  

In addition to all the regular benefits of Federal employment, agents receive additional benefits.  Most agencies provide their agents with an additional 25 percent of base pay, known as Law Enforcement Availability Pay.  Also, agents are allowed to retire, will full retirement benefits, at age 50 provided they have 20 years of service.  The mandatory retirement age is 57.

Law enforcement positions are very sensitive, with strict hiring requirements.  The exact requirements vary by agency, but the general requirements are:

· U.S. citizen

· 22-37 years old

· Possess valid driver’s license

· Pass vision test (uncorrected and corrected, including color vision)

· Pass hearing test

· Pass medical exam (including physical fitness exam)

· Pass drug test (amount of prior drug use, if any, varies by agency)

· Pass thorough background exam (includes polygraph test) for Top Secret clearance

· Pass comprehensive written and oral exams

· Most require an undergraduate degree, although some allow a combination of education and work experience

· Willing to carry firearm, and qualify with the firearm

· Available for assignment anywhere in the world

For further information, visit the government’s job search website www.usajobs.opm.gov and search using series number 1811 (criminal investigator).  Also, you can visit individual agency websites for exact qualifications and available opportunities.  A list of agencies can be found at www.firstgov.gov.  Selected agency websites are as follows:

FBI
www.fbi.gov




Secret Service  www.secretservice.gov
DEA
www.dea.gov



CBP  

     www.cbp.gov
ATF
www.atf.gov




IRS

     www.irs.gov
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